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Sustainable development is a development that supplies the present needs without compromising future generations in meeting their needs (UN, 1987, the Brundtland Commission). Today, there is a more in-depth view toward the stability of cities than in the past. 
These days, more than 50 major cities in the United States pursue sustainability aspects and pay special attention to general local policies.  Some cities look at sustainable policies as a tool to achieve greater environmental and social equality.  Environmental 
sustainability assessment has been one of the essential tools in the sustainable development planning process. Assessing the environmental sustainability of states is necessary to achieve proper urban planning and, at the same time, in line with the natural 
environment variables. For this reason, the purpose of this research is to evaluate environmental sustainability in the American states. 
Method
I collected and studied literature on environmental sustainability assessment and selected indicators of
environmental sustainability for measurement of US states. The Housing with Lead Risk, Physical
Environment, Residential Segregation, Risk-screening Environmental Indicator Score, Severe Housing
Problems, Transportation Energy Use, Air and Water Quality, and climate change policy indicators are collected
from the United States Environmental Protection Agency website. The Industrial Toxins metric is collected from
U.S. News & World Report website. The Developed; Open Space, Developed Low Intensity, Developed
Medium Intensity, Developed High Intensity, Barren Land, Deciduous Forest, Evergreen Forest, Mixed Forest,
Shrub/Scrub, Grassland/Herbaceous, Pasture/Hay, Cultivated Crops, Woody Wetlands, and Emergent
Herbaceous Wetlands indicators are collected from National Land Cover Database 2016 (NLCD2016). In this
study, 39 states are considered due to the limitation of data. Using Geographic Information System (GIS), each
state is given a score based on the sustainable indicators, and several maps, which depict each index's situation
in the states, are presented. The VIKOR method is used for ranking indices. The results show South Dakota,
New York, Oklahoma, and Colorado have the highest rank of environmental sustainability.
Result and Conclusion
Development is a change, which is positive, consciously, constantly, dynamic, based on the planning and, in order to upgrade the quality
of people life, that caused increasing efficiency, making equal opportunity, and sustainable condition in social, economic, ecology, and
management structures in society. Therefore, paying attention to sustainability in future urban planning is evitable. In this research the
environmental dimension of sustainability in the American states is considered. This research ranked the states based on the
environmental sustainability. The South Dakota and New York respectively are rank 1 and 2 and the Louisiana and New Jersey showed
the least environmental sustainability.
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